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Overview

○ What is the LGBT+ Archives Project? 
○ Documentation strategy
○ Outreach and activities 
○ Goals for the future
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The LGBT+ Archives Project
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● Mission: 

“To promote and encourage the protection 
and preservation of materials that chronicle 
the culture and history of the Lesbian, Gay, 
Bisexual, & Transgender Community of 
Louisiana.”



The LGBT+ Archives Project
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● Activities: 
○ Educate the community on the importance of ensuring that 

LGBT+ historical materials are archived and made available 
for future generations to access, research, & study

○ Promote the proper maintenance and preservation of historical 
LGBT+ materials

○ Provide an information directory of archival resources where 
LGBT+ historical materials may be deposited or accessed for 
research and study

○ Index, publish, and maintain a current list of locations of 
archived historical LGBT+ materials

○ Develop financial resources to assist in the preservation and 
availability of certain LGBT+ collections



The LGBT+ Archives Project
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● What we DON’T do: 

○ Accept donations of archival materials 

○ Decide for the donor which repository 
should take their materials



Documentation Strategy

“A documentation strategy is a plan formulated 
to assure the documentation of an ongoing issue, 
activity, or geographic area. . . The documentation 
strategy is carried out through the mutual efforts of 
many institutions and individuals influencing both 
the creation of the records and the archival 
retention of a portion of them.” 

-Helen Willa Samuels
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Documentation Strategy 
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● Four activities: 
○ Choosing and defining the topic to be 

documented
○ Selecting the advisors and establishing the site 

for the strategy
○ Structuring the inquiry, examining the form and 

substance of existing documentation 
○ Selecting and placing the documentation



Documentation Strategies: The Ideal

Issue, 
subculture, 
region, or 

idea

Institution 
1

Institution 
2

Institution 
3
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Documentation Strategies: The Reality

● Institutions have limited resources
○ Staffing
○ Funding

● They are often in competition for those resources
○ Grants and endowments
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The LGBT+ Archives Project’s Strategy

● Not affiliated with any one institution

● Includes representatives from the LGBT+ 
Community as well as archivists and museum 
curators from several repositories 

● 501(c)3 Non-profit status 
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Choosing the Topic
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Selecting Advisors
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Community Partnerships

● Ambush Magazine
● Southern Decadence
● The Winston Gray Memorial Foundation for 

the Performing Arts
● Cafe Lafitte’s In Exile
● Grand Pre’s Bar
● Krewe of Armeinius 



Structuring the Inquiry

@DapperArchivist | #SSA15



Structuring the Inquiry
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Community Outreach
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● Fundraisers
● Happy Hours
● Information tables
● Potlucks 
● Website and Social Media 
● General Membership Meetings
● Informal outreach



Community Outreach
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●Gay Easter 
Parade, April 5

●New Orleans 
Pride Parade, 
June 20th



Community Outreach
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● Personal Archiving Workshop



Winter Gala Fundraiser
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● November 2015
● Highlight Three Archival Collections: 

○ Stuart Butler Papers
○ Allan Robinson Papers
○ Father Bill Richardson Papers

● Raise money to help with processing costs
● Have an archivist officially accept each collection



Samantha Bruner 
sbruner@tulane.edu
@DapperArchivist

Thank you! 

mailto:sbruner@tulane.edu
mailto:sbruner@tulane.edu

