
Wrangling Realia: 
 Architectural Materials in the   
  Archives 

  
 



Audience for the collection 
Houston members of the AIA (American Institute of Architects) 
Scholars in the field of Architecture 
Researchers in early 20th Century architecture in Houston 

  



The challenge: 
 215 large pattern boards (design 

molds) 
 20 plaster patterns 
 15 dies 
 A number of metal castings from 

the pattern boards 
 Plaster casts  
 Wood carvings 
 Hundreds of smaller castings, 

tools, and miscellaneous items 
 Drawings and photographs of the 

designs 
 40 years of company invoices 
 4 books about ornamental 

ironwork 
 



Arrangement 



Developing the workflow- overview 
 
  

https://digitalriceprojects.pbworks.com/w/page/61533645/Weber Staub Briscoe Overview�


Metadata creation 



Metadata (continued) 



Processing and storing 

 Tagging the materials 
 Digital identifier 
 Physical dimensions 
 Location in the Archives 
 Description  
 Architect  
 Date  
 Address  
 Citation in Staub books 
 
 

 

 
 



Digitization 

 Panasonic Lumix 
camera with Leica lens 

 Manfrotto tripod 
 250 watt blue 
    incandescent lamps 
 

 
 



Finding Aid 

 
 

https://library.rice.edu/collections/WRC/finding-aids/manuscripts/0586�


Online exhibit 

 
 

http://scholarship.rice.edu/handle/1911/68494�


DSpace 

 
 



Full item record: 
http://scholarship.rice.edu/handle/1911/68786?show=full 

 
 

http://scholarship.rice.edu/handle/1911/68786?show=full�


Blog 

Announcement 
to the 
Rice University 
community 
 

 
 

http://woodsononline.wordpress.com/2013/01/15/weber-staub-briscoe-architectural-collection-online/�


Catalog for users 

 

Weber-Staub-Briscoe 
Architectural 

Collection 
1909-2010 

- 

catalog 

 
 



Design stage 

From drawings to clay: 
 
 



Pattern board 

Clay pattern is cast in 
aluminum and placed on 
the pattern board 

 
 



                            
    Manufacturing the  
                                      design  
 

 
 
 
Molten metal is poured into the 
mold cavity and allowed to 
cool.  
The casting is then removed 
from the sand. 



Design in place 

  



Bayou Bend 



Hall Windfohr house 



Other materials 



 
Dara Flinn, CA 
Woodson Research Center, Rice University 
dflinn@rice.edu 
(713) 348-2542 

  
 

mailto:dflinn@rice.edu�
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