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“I believe that the most important thing to note is 
that archivists need to be more proactive about 

getting out and into African American 
communities.  There is much to be found, but often 
times community members may be unaware of the 

value of some the documents in their midst.  
 Also, they may not believe that there is any 

substantive interest in what they have, even if they are 
aware of its value.”  



“There is also the trust factor.  Many African 
Americans distrust institutions that demonstrate 
an interest in their things, but not the people 
themselves.  This must be understood, 
acknowledged, and addressed.” 

-- Matthew C. Whitaker, PhD  
ASU Foundation Professor of History and Founding Director, 

Center for the Study of Race and Democracy, Arizona State University, 
(personal communication, May 2013) 



The Claude and ZerNona Black Papers, 

1890-2009 

Donna Morales Guerra 
Project Archivist, Claude and ZerNona Black Papers 



From food for the 
critters  

to 
research 
collection 



Large collections that 
originate from a single 

individual, a family, a local 
organization, or a small 
business, have a greater 

chance of providing a 
more full picture of life, 
with its wide variety of 

activities, and daily 
contexts, the stuff of 
unofficial history and 

popular history.  



church and ministry 



personal 
scrapbooks 
and diaries 



City of San Antonio city council and 
local government materials 



Circa 1969 

Writings 

 





rare periodicals 



home economies personality traits 

travel 

ephemeral stories 



audio 



audiovisual 

home movies 





Thank you! 
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