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#Overview

• Philosophy & Goals

• Decision Making

• Lessons Learned

• The Process

• Results



#Philosophy & #Goals

Images Sell Themselves!
Goals:

1. Feature specific collections to attract researchers
2. Promote the SWC to new audiences

Not the Goal:
3. Provide research materials or use copies



#LessonsLearned

▪ Goal #1: EPIC FAIL
• Social media has almost never attracted researchers

▪ Goal #2: EPIC WIN
• Social media has promoted the SWC to new audiences:

– Unique collections
– Special events & exhibits
– Hundreds of thousands of viewers



#ThePitch

▪Why are we doing this?

▪Who is doing this?

▪How will you protect materials?

▪ Freedom to experiment



#ThePlatforms

Wordpress
▪ Images + narrative

Facebook
▪ Images
▪ Broad reach

Twitter
▪ Broad reach
▪ Image poor…initially



#ThePlatforms

Tumblr
▪ Almost purely image-based
▪ Tags

Pinterest
▪ Image-focused
▪ Tags

Instagram
▪ Almost purely image-based
▪ The most amazing tags, the best tags



#Scheduling

• Blog
• 4 to 6 images; 500 words
• Monthly-ish

• Gifs

• Wednesday? Map Day! and Western Wednesday, y’all!

• “Artifact Friday” and “SWC A to Z”

• Tractor Friday



#BetterScheduling

Hootsuite
▪ Free!
▪ Facebook – Instagram – Twitter
▪ Schedules up to 30 posts at once



#Disadvantages?

▪ Instagram = mobile-only

▪ Tumblr schedules only on Tumblr

▪ Wordpress cannot automate

▪ Abandoning Pinterest



#Wordpress



#MoreWordpress



#Facebook



#Twitter



#TopTweets



#Instagram



#MoreInstagram



#TractorFriday!



#Memes…



#ThingsHeWasRightAbout



#LessonsLearned #Redux

▪ Goal #1: Feature specific collections to attract 
researchers

• Social media has almost never attracted researchers

▪ Goal #2: Promote the SWC to new audiences
• Social media has promoted the SWC to new audiences:

– Unique collections
– Special events & exhibits
– Hundreds of thousands of viewers



#OtherUses

▪Demonstrating outreach capability

▪Networking with other institutions

▪ It’s fun!



Like! Follow! Subscribe!

Blog: southwestcollection.wordpress.com

Facebook: facebook.com/SouthwestCollection

Twitter: @SWCArchive

Instagram: southwestcollection

Tumblr: southwestcollectionarchives

Pinterest: swcarchive


